
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOLD TEST - GUIDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To contact the Registrar’s Office, log on to 

https://www.polimi.it/futuri-
studenti/contattaci. After identifying your 

needs, you can: 
chat with an operator, send an e-mail, make an appointment 

http://www.polimi.it/futuri-studenti/contattaci
http://www.polimi.it/futuri-studenti/contattaci
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THE DAYS BEFORE THE TEST 
 
KNOW YOUR POLITECNICO PERSON CODE AND PASSWORD TO CARRY OUT THE TEST 

 
Remember that to take the TOLD test in the University's computerised classrooms 
and access the computers in the classroom, you need to know: 

 
- Your PERSONAL CODE, an 8-digit number that you receive at the end of your 
registration to Online Services to the e-mail address you provided for the password 
recovery function. 
- the PASSWORD that you have chosen and set. 

 
If you want to check that your credentials are correct before coming to the classroom for 
the test, go to the page DesignTOL – Servizi ICT di Ateneo (polimi.it) 

 

To recover your above-mentioned credentials, go to Online Services, click on ‘Assistenza e 
Informazioni’ and then Recupero credenziali Polimi (codice persona e password) 

 

WARNING: You will have to show up at the test classroom on the day and at the time 
indicated on the registration receipt. 

 
We recommend that you double check the information, as it will not be possible to 
admit candidates to classrooms, dates and times other than those on the registration 
receipt. 

 
Remember that you must be in possession of your person code and password and a valid 
photo ID. 

 
 
 

PRACTISING FOR THE TEST 
 
When you take the test, you will have set times to answer the questions in each section. 
You can familiarise yourself with this method by practising with the DOL (online demo), a 
shortened version of the Design Test; the DOL allows you to practise before taking the 
actual test. 
DOL's structure and mode of execution. 

The proposed questions are broken down as follows: 
 

• Geometry and Rendering 5 questions in 8.5 minutes 
• Logic 2 questions in 3.5 minutes 
• Verbal Comprehension 2 questions in 2 minutes 
• Design History and Art History 5 questions in 6.5 minutes 
• General Culture 5 questions in 7.5 minutes 

 
Questions are automatically random-selected from a database. If you take the DOL more 
than once, you may find that some questions are repeated. 

https://www.ict.polimi.it/designtol/
https://aunicalogin.polimi.it/aunicalogin/aunicalogin/controller/AssistenzaAutenticazione.do?evn_rec_pwd=evento&jaf_currentWFID=main
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Before starting the DOL, make sure that you have a pen and paper for any calculations 
or notes; do not use a calculator or textbooks, as they cannot be used for the TOL. 

At the end of the DOL you will see a summary of each section with: 
 

• the number of correct answers 
• the number of incorrect answers 
• the number of blank answers 

 
 

You will not see your total score instead. 

To practise with the DOL 
Go to the DOL-Design Test page 

https://aunicalogin.polimi.it/aunicalogin/getservizio.xml?id_servizio=824
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THE DAY OF THE TEST 
To be admitted to the classroom and sit the Design Test, you will have to show a valid photo 
ID (ID card, driving licence, passport). 
The person in charge will not be able to admit those who turn up without an identity 
document, except in extenuating circumstances that are reasonably justified. 
We recommend that you bring your registration receipt with you in order to double check 
the date, time and room where the test will be held. 
We recommend that you double check the information, as it will not be possible to 
admit candidates to classrooms, dates and times other than those on the registration 
receipt. 
A registered candidate who does not show up is considered absent and the test is 
considered equivalent to taking it for the purposes of repeatability. 

 
 

TEST MATERIAL 
 
Only two blank sheets of paper and a pen provided by Politecnico di Milano may be used for 
any calculations during the test 
Manuals, notebooks, concept maps, calculators, smartphones, smartwatches, rulers, 
compasses, squares, protractors, etc. must be placed in the rucksack, which is left at the 
back of the classroom as instructed by the person in charge during admission, and CANNOT 
be used during the test. 
The classroom manager may order the cancellation of the test if you do not comply with this. 
IF you have forgotten to leave them on entering the classroom before the start of the test, 
please inform the classroom manager so that they can stand up and put them in your 
rucksack. 
Maximum silence is recommended during the admission phase in the classroom and 
throughout the test. 

 
 

ENTRY INTO THE CLASSROOM AND CANDIDATE IDENTIFICATION 
 

Remember to show up in the classroom and at the time indicated on the test registration 
receipt with a valid ID used to register for the test. 
We recommend that you double check the information on your registration receipt, as it will 
not be possible to admit candidates to classrooms, dates and times other than those on the 
registration receipt. 
Admission to the classroom will take place in alphabetical order. 
The classroom manager will ask you to sign the attendance sheet next to your name and to 
verify your identity to show your ID. 
If you submitted a different document for the test, remember to upload a scan of it in the 
Online Services as soon as possible, if you have not already done so. 
WARNING: After admission to the classroom, after identification and during the test, leaving the 
classroom is NOT permitted. 
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TEST DURATION AND STRUCTURE 
 

The test is formulated in Italian and consists of 90 multiple-choice questions; the 
candidate must choose the correct answer from the five options offered. 
The total duration of the test is 1 hour 25 minutes (85 minutes); the time for each section 
is preset. 
The number of questions per section, the time available and the mode of administration 
are: 

 

Geometry and 
Representation 

20 minutes 12 multiple-choice questions 

Reasoning 10 minutes 6 multiple-choice questions 
Verbal Comprehension 10 minutes 6 multiple-choice questions 
History of Design, 
History of Art 

10 minutes 12 multiple-choice questions 

General Culture 20 minutes 24 multiple-choice questions 
English language 
proficiency 

15 minutes 30 multiple-choice questions 

 
Each individual Design Test question is awarded: 1 point for 

each correct answer; 

0.25 points deduction for each wrong answer; 0 

(zero) points for each answer not provided. 

 
 

STARTING THE TEST AND CLOSING INDIVIDUAL SECTIONS 
 

To unlock the computer, wait for instructions from the classroom manager, then click on the 
link Esecuzione Test On Line and enter your person code and password until the screen for 
the first section of the Test, GEOMETRY AND REPRESENTATION, is displayed. Wait for the 
classroom manager to tell you that you can start the test. 
After the classroom manager confirms all candidates can start the test, you must click on 
‘Avvio della prova’ or ‘Riprova’ 

 

                                     or  

This is how you will start the first section of the Test. From this point onward, you can 
finish the various sections of the Test and start the next ones in complete autonomy. 

 
 

If you provide all your answers before the time for each section has expired, you can click 

on     and move on to the next section yourself. You cannot return to 
completed sections; time not used in one section is not spendable in subsequent sections. 
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HOW TO REQUEST ASSISTANCE DURING THE TEST 
 
If you need to contact the classroom manager, physically raise your hand to get 
his/her attention and then use the chat available in the application; your test will 
be paused when he/she takes over the chat, so your time will not be wasted. 
Do not speak so as not to disturb the other candidates. 

 
 
To chat, use the raised hand icon available in the application at the top right of the 
screen. 

 

 
 
 
HOW TO PROVIDE ANSWERS 
To move between the test screens, use only the mouse or the application keys. If the following 
message appears, you must click on ‘Riprova’ to continue the test.  
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The ruler is used to move between questions and subsequently contains the 
numbering corresponding to the questions in the current section. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Clicking the   and    buttons takes you back to the previous 
question or to the next one. 
You can position yourself on any question by clicking on the ruler at the selected number. 
You can return to an already confirmed answer and modify it. 
You cannot return to an answer of sections already completed. 

 
For each question, the text offers five answers (marked A, B, C, D, E), only one of which is 
correct. To answer a question, click on the circle corresponding to the chosen answer. 
The option ‘non so’ is equivalent to not providing the answer. 

 
 
If you wish to confirm an answer, click the button: 
On the ruler, the box corresponding to the confirmed answer is coloured green. 

 

If you wish to reconsider the question later or review an answer, click the box and
 . 
On the ruler, the box corresponding to the answer to be reviewed is coloured yellow with the 
sign  

next to any letter selected. 
At the end of the time allotted for a section, the boxes marked with the option             
DA RIVEDERE will take the value of provided answer provided if they contain a letter 
choice and the value of answer not provided if they do not contain a letter choice. 
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WARNINGS RELATING TO THE ENGLISH SECTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Each English question is one sentence followed by five answers. The candidate must 
choose the answer which, inserted in place of the continuous line  completes it 
correctly. 

The dotted line ------------- may appear between the answers 
The candidate must choose this option if he/she considers the sentence already 
complete. 

 
 

WARNINGS FOR THE VERBAL COMPREHENSION SECTION 
 

 
 

For each question, the candidate must choose from the five answers the one deemed 
correct on the basis of what is solely apparent from the passage and not what they may 
already know about the subject matter of the passage. 
The track can be hidden or displayed by clicking on ‘Nascondi/Mostra’ 
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CONCLUSION OF THE TEST 
 

If you have finished all sections before the predefined time, you can end the test and leave 
the classroom. 

At the end of the test click on ‘Termina Test’, then type CTRL+ Alt+ Delete and click on 
‘Sign Out’. You can leave the classroom afterwards. 

In order to avoid confusion and disturbing the candidates who are still taking the test, 
please remember to leave the room in silence and only after you have handed back to the 
classroom manager the draft sheets and pens you found on the desk. 

Only after you have handed in your rough draft can you take your coat/rucksack deposited 
at the entrance and leave the classroom; remember to remain silent at all times so as not to 
disturb. 

Please note that it is strictly forbidden to take the test material used during the 
test out of the classroom and that it must be returned to the classroom manager. 

 
 

SCORES, RESULTS, RANKINGS 
 

The test score and the scores for each individual section will be visible within 15 working 
days of taking the test and can subsequently be viewed and printed by logging in with 
your credentials on the site: www.polimi.it/servizionline > Lauree triennali e a ciclo 
unico: test di ingresso o di recupero ed immatricolazione > Esito Test e 
Immatricolazione, clicking on the date the test was taken. 

A number of places are reserved for each test window and for each degree 
programme. 

 
 

Rankings are drawn up for each of the two test windows on the basis of the scores 
obtained, the preferences expressed and the places available. 

 
 

For each of the six Sections of the Design Test, a partial score is calculated by adding up the 
points of the individual questions in the Section. 

 
 

A weighted partial score is calculated for each of the six Sections of the Design 
Test, obtained by multiplying the partial score by the 'weight' of the Section. 

http://www.polimi.it/servizionline
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See the table below: 
 
 
 
 

Section Number of 
questions 

Weight Partial 
score 
(minimum; 
maximum) 

Weighted 
partial score 
(minimum; 
maximum) 

Geometry 
representation 

 
12 

1.5 Pg 
(-3.00 ; 
+12.00) 

1,5
*Pg 
(-

 
 

Reasoning 6 1.5 Pl 
(-1.50 ; 
+6.00) 

1.5*Pl 
(-2.25; +9.00) 

Verbal 
Comprehension 

6 1.5 Pv 
(-1.50 ; 
+6.00) 

1.5*Pv 
(-2.25; +9.00) 

History of 
Art, History 
of Design 

12 1.5 Ps 
(-3.00 ; 
+12.00) 

1,5*
Ps (-
4.50
 

 
General 
Culture 

24 1.5 Pc 
(-6.00 ; 
+24.00) 

1,5*
Pc (-
9.00 
 

 
English 30 1/3 Pi 

(-7.50 ; 
+30.00) 

(1/3)
*Pi (-
2.50 
 

 
TOTAL 90 --- Ptot 

(-22.50 ; 
90.00) 

Weighted 
Ptot (-
25.00 ; 

  
 
 
The 'Weighted Ptot' score of the Test is obtained as the sum of the six weighted sub-scores, 
ie: 
Weighted Ptot = 1.5*Pc + 1.5*Pg + 1.5*Ps + 1.5*Pl + 1.5*Pv + 1/3*Pi. 

 
 
This 'Weighted Ptot' score will be the one used for the formulation of the admission 
rankings; the maximum achievable is 100.00 and is expressed rounded to the second 
decimal place. 

 
Only students who have fulfilled both requirements of: 

• providing correct answers for a minimum number of questions for each of the 
sections of the test as listed in the table below. Failure to meet the minimum 
number of correct answers in any single section will exclude you from the ranking: 
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Section Minimum number of 
correct answers of the Section 

Geometry and 
Representation 

2 

Reasoning 1 

Verbal Comprehension 1 

History of Art, 
History of Design 

2 

General Culture 5 

English Minimum number not required 
 

 
• obtaining a weighted total score equal to or above the overall minimum 

threshold of: 
 
- thirty hundredths (30.00/100.00) for ‘EU and equivalent’ students; 
- twenty hundredths (20.00/100.00) for 'Non-EU' students. 

 
The ENGLISH OFA will be assigned after enrolment if the number of correct answers in 
the English section alone is less than 24. 

For detailed information on the admission procedures to the degree programmes in Design 
and, in particular, on the rules relating to the TOLD test scores and results, rankings and 
enrolment periods, consult the Politecnico di Milano website www.polimi.it >Info 
Per>Futuri Studenti>Come si accede>Corsi di laurea>Design>Punteggi e graduatorie----
quando e come immatricolarsi 

http://www.polimi.it/
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